
 
 

St Mary of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Parish 
 
 

Forming saints for Christ and the Church since 1857 
 

ANNUAL STATE OF THE PARISH REPORT 
          July 01, 2015 – June 30, 2016 

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. 
In all circumstances, give thanks,  

for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. ~ I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
  

Saint Paul exhorted the Thessalonians to give thanks in all circumstances—in good 
times and bad, and everything in between. Fortunately for us here at St Mary, these 
are good times! As you will see in the Annual Parish Report, the 2015-16 fiscal 
year was full of good and wonderful circumstances. By nearly every metric, our 
parish has been blessed—with baptisms, marriages, school strength, financial gen-
erosity, growing social outreach, improved faith formation, and increased involve-
ment and volunteerism. While the financials on the last page show the parish 
‘profiting’ by $120,970, the parish experienced a $297,000 extraordinary expense 
in the school bathroom renovations completed in 2015-16. As such, overall parish 
savings decreased. Nonetheless, we have received abundant good from God and 
should rejoice. 
 
When we remain rooted in faith and trust in Jesus, we can indeed give thanks in all circumstances and every 
moment, knowing that God provides. We experience in the ups and downs that God is ever merciful! A pri-
mary thrust of this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy is to remind all Christians, and indeed all of humani-
ty, that God never ceases—in any circumstance—to shower His love upon us in tangible and spiritual ways, 
that is, to show Mercy. And so yes, we bless the Lord and give Him thanks for His abundant Mercy upon us!  
 

This annual report is a small effort to give thanks by accounting for the many blessings God has accomplished 
in our lives, our families, our parish.           St Mary, Mother of Mercy, pray for us, 
 
 
 
            Rev. Jeremy M. Gries 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY REPORT 
(July 01, 2015 – June 30, 2016) 

 

Number of Registered Households = 438  Estimated number of individual Catholics = 1170 
 

Households contributing a Tractable Sunday Donation in 2015 (envelop/check/ACH) = 354 (81%) 
($0.01-$200 = 69 households; $200-$500 = 48; $500-$1000 = 95; $1000-$5000 = 136; >$5000 = 4) 

Designated Funds: Sodality - $4,005; Calvary Cemetery - $34,073; PTA - $16,987, Scrip - $20,826 
(Designated funds are held in trust by the parish on behalf of a parish organization or project at fiscal year-end) 

INCOME: 
 Sundays/Holy Days  $457,200 
 Special 2nd Collections  $  19,791 
 Other Donations   $  36,638 
 School Tuition & Fees  $409,755 
 School Grant & Title  $    9,323 
 Parish Rel. Ed – Fees  $    4,855 
 Fundraising – Festival  $  38,330 
 Fundraising – School  $  50,061 
 Fundraising – Scrip  $  44,326 
 Sales (Ads, Cafeteria)  $  17,913 
 Other Income   $  16,156 
 

 Sodality    $    2,807 
 PTA    $  19,947 
 Calvary Cemetery   $  10,635 
 Mass Stipends   $    3,774 
 Food Pantry   $  21,585 
 Financial Assist. in need  $    2,407 
 
Interest Income   $  14,279 
Endowment Income   $  16,525 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Total Income             $1,196,307  

EXPENSE: 
 Parish Salaries   $  62,445 
 School Salaries   $370,441 
 Employee Benefits  $153,526 
 Archdiocesan Assessment  $  64,742 
 Special 2nd Collections  $  19,791 
 Office Expenses   $  24,305 
 Liturgy Expenses   $    9,528 
 Accounting Services  $  20,893 
 Utilities    $  33,835 
 Property & Facilities  $  96,221 
 Programing-Parish Rel. Ed $    9,007 
 Programing – School  $  40,871 
 Fundraising – Festival  $  12,259 
 Fundraising – School  $  16,098 
 Fundraising – Scrip  $  42,693 
 Other Expenses   $  18,323 
 

 Sodality    $    2,341 
 PTA    $  16,978 
 Calvary Cemetery   $  17,428 
 Mass Stipends   $    2,610 
 Food Pantry   $  24,109 
 Financial Assist. in need  $  10,140 
 

Architect/Engineer Fees  $    6,753 
Total Expenses            $1,075,337 

2015-16 Annual State of the Parish Report 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF ST MARY CATHOLIC SCHOOL & PRESCHOOL 
 

In 2015-16, St. Mary Catholic School and Preschool continued its rich tradition of 
providing quality Catholic education to the students of Rush County. Our theme for 
the year was “We are Anchored in God’s Love.” This provided focus for our many 
endeavors. 

 

Being anchored in the love of God, St Mary School made a 
concerted effort to show that love to others through service 
and outreach. Each grade was assigned a month to accom-
plish a service project for others. Projects ranged from col-
lecting items for the troops, cleaning up the streets around 
the church and school, visiting residents at local nursing facilities, and making 

cards for the sick. Each month at the end of a school Mass, the responsible grade would give a brief 
description of how they were of service to others and pass the “anchor” onto the next grade. 
 

The Restroom Renovations were completed right as school started and were ready to welcome our fam-
ilies back to school. Enrollment reached 110 students, and by the end of the year, our preschool 
classroom was at capacity. The school Strategic Plan noted the importance of growing from the bottom 
up. With our preschool success, we are making great efforts to do this. We are optimistic that we will 
keep these preschoolers as students through grade 6! 
 

The school is totally 1:1 in digital technology with an iPad for every student. We added an additional 
internet filter to ensure the safety of all our students while on the worldwide web. Teachers continue 
integrating technology into their curriculum, including using iPads, the interactive whiteboards, and 
computer lab. 
 

The STEAM lab (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) was completed for student use by 
the start of the 2016-17 school year. A special thanks to the 
generous donors who helped make this possible. It is the first 
of its kind in Rush County and in a Catholic elementary school 
in southeastern Indiana. 
 

Thanks to the Archdiocesan James P. Scott Grant, eleven 
security cameras were added to the school building and play-
ground in June 2016 to increase student security. Donations 
made in memory of James Shanahan will improve our existing 
playground. New playground items were ordered, and we ea-
gerly await their delivery and installation in the Fall of 2016. 
 
2015-16 was a year of growth and expansion for St. Mary Catholic School and Preschool. We antici-
pate even more in 2016-17. While continuing to be anchored in God’s love, we also know that “Jesus 
is Our Superhero.” St Mary School will be showing that we can be superheroes to others with Jesus. 
 

Standing by Jesus � Serving Others � Succeeding 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Parish Council (PC) had a full and successful year guiding the future 
direction of the parish. The parish completed the Archdiocesan Connected in 
the Spirit (CIS) planning process in conjunction with our Cohort partners of 
St Rose, St Anne, and St Elizabeth. The PC will continue oversight of the 
CIS implementation process over the next few years. PC hosted a Parish 
Planning Day to develop 3-5 year goals: 1) continue campus renovations, 2) 
further develop parish staff and volunteers, 3) enhance school staff benefits, 
and 4) increase parish social outreach. 
 

PC assisted with overseeing emergency masonry repairs to the main 5th St 
school entrance. They also initiated two engineering studies as follow-up on 
goal #1. One reviewed the overall masonry condition of the school building 
and the other evaluated the parking lot condition. 
 

PC furthered Faith Formation within the parish. This included discussing and 
laying the foundations for the 2016-17 Religious Education restructuring. 
Youth Group activities were fostered with 5 teens attending NCYC and 
many more coming to monthly activities. A dozen men formed a Men’s 
Group for spiritual enrichment (which ultimately became the core team for  
That Man Is You (TMIY)). Four men attended the Indiana Catholic Men’s 
Conference. The parish held its first Parish Mission in decades with Fr 
George McInnis. It was amazingly received with a full church every night 
and lots of Sacramental grace being dispensed in the confessional. 
 

Members of the PC and some eager volunteers from the parish formed and 
started work on a new Welcoming Committee at St Mary. This was in re-
sponse to the parish goal #4. The work is still developing, but “Greeters” are 
already warmly encountered at weekend Masses. In all, another successful 
year for St Mary Catholic Church. 

SACRAMETAL STATISTICS 
 

Receptions into the Church: 
Infant Baptisms (0-6 yr)   = 14 
Minor Baptisms (7-17 yr) =   1  
Adult Baptisms (>18 yr)   =   5 
Received into Full Communion = 3  
   (Baptized Christians who became Catholic) 

 

First Holy Communions (children) = 17 
 

Confirmations: Teen = 65*, Adults = 3 
   (* moved from junior year to 8th grade) 
 

Marriages: Catholic = 5 (both spouses Cath.) 
       Interfaith = 5  (only one spouse) 
 

Funerals, Wake Services, Burials = 10 
IMPACT OF ENDOWMENTS,   
ESTATES, AND BEQUESTS 

 

The parish benefited from the 
Archdiocesan Queen & Divine Mercy 
Grant, which helped fund our success-
ful February 2016 Parish Mission 
with Fr. George McInnis of the Fa-
thers of Mercy, as well as, the new 
Divine Mercy image in the church, 
during this Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

In May 2016, the Gertrude Ariens 
estate substantially benefited three St 
Mary related Endowments. The pro-
ceeds strengthened the St Mary 
School Foundation ($39,000), Calvary 
Cemetery Endowment ($39,000), and 
the St Mary Parish Endowment 
($52,000). 

SOCIAL OUTREACH 
 

St Mary Catholic Church provided 
financial assistance to 86 households 
for such things as rent and utilities, 
for a total of $13,407 in 2015-16. 
This is a 20% increase in households 
and funds over 2014-15! 
 

St Mary Food Pantry assisted 930 
households or 3256 people (2082 
adults and 1174 children). This is an 
80% increase in households and peo-
ple over 2014-15!!! Additionally, 
$1000 was contributed to the Rush 
County Food Pantry. 

PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE 
PLEDGES REPORT 

 

The POH came to a successful completion in 
May 2016 after three years of pledge completion. 

Thank you! 
 

POH Pledges (as of 31 August 2016) 
Households Pledging = 436 
Total Pledged = $ 985,080 
Total Received = $ 936,617 (95%) 
Total Balance* = $   48,463 (  5%) 

 * 64 households have pledge balances, 
      8 households did not start on pledge 
 

Total Construction Cost = $1,047,400 

2015-16 Annual State of the Parish Report 2015-16 Annual State of the Parish Report 

(From girls’ bathroom to STEAM Lab) 


